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let's first hear what it is/' The question of resignation
was not as yet touched upon; Hindenburg confined
himself to stating that the army simply could not be
persuaded to march on the capital* At this point von der
Schulenberg first made himself felt; he sketched out an
alluring plan for an armistice with the enemy, which
would give the troops time to recover; it was true they
were now in no fit mood to march ; but let them have
eight or ten days' rest, time to recover and * get rid of the
lice/ and by supplementing their short rations from
"the rich supplies' of Belgium, they would then be
able and willing to set themselves in motion ; and with
fascinating ability he indicated what was to be no civil
war, but a kind of peaceful progress of the faithful army,
led by its own War Lord and Emperor, come to restore
rightful authority and to administer comfort to all
faithful souls*

It was then that Groener, whose disagreeable role it
was, as already described, to be the champion of a revo-
lution among monarchists, got up and addressed what
I suppose must have been the most unpleasant words
ever addressed to a Hohenzollern :

44 The troops will undoubtedly march home again in an orderly and
peaceful way, led by their officers and generals; but the troops will not
march under your Majesty's command, seeing that the troops no longer
support your Majesty's claims/'

Schulenberg was bursting out into protest when the
first " demand " for the Imperial resignation suddenly
rang through from Berlin* "After that/' say the